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Days to Remember
August is National Back  

to School Month

August 4th 
National Friendship Day

August 9th 
International Day of the  

World’s Indigenous Peoples

August 17th 
National Nonprofit Day

RCRC Newsletter

May Revision was that the Governor 
had proposed delaying the promised 
rate increase for our service providers 
by one year. This would have a been 
a billion-dollar savings in a very tight 
fiscal year but one that our system 
simply can’t absorb. 

The agencies who serve our clients 

Budget Deal Reached
WHAT WE CAN DO WHEN WE STAND TOGETHER
By Dr. Kimberly Smalley

Continued on next page

Thanks to everyone’s advocacy, the 
California Budget for the coming fiscal 
year (July 1st, 2024 to June 30th 2025) 
does include a service provider rate 
increase starting January 1st. 

For those of you who are new to 
the budget season, the biggest issue 
related to the system of disability 
services and supports in the 2024-25 

Canva
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Budget Deal 
Reached
Continued from previous page

RCRC’s client advocate Elizabeth Hassler with other supporters of Grassroots Day, April 2024., File

struggle to recruit and keep staff in a 
chronically underfunded system.  On 
top of which our field was impacted 

exponentially by COVID. This has 
meant sometimes our clients have 
been underserved; referred for a 
service and there being no openings to 
take that referral. 

A few years back DDS supported 
a study to find out just where rates 
stood and what those rates should be 
for many of the services in our provider 
pool. The assessment team came up 
with a multiyear phase of incremental 
rate increases designed to get our 
service providers up to what were the 
expected rates at the time. Since that 
study was conducted, minimum wage 
and other costs have increased further. 
Our service providers were expecting 
and planning on a wage increase the 
first week in July 2024. The notion that 
they may be pushed out a full year 
at this late date was unfathomable 
for most, though from the states 

perspective it was back to what had 
been the original timeline. From the 
government’s point of view it was just a 
delay, from the service provider, a cut. 

Again, a strong coalition of self-
advocates, families, service providers 
and Regional Center staff stood 
together and advocated on behalf of 
our providers and clients. We wrote 

letters, signed petitions, 
made calls, spoke at 
public meetings. Seven 
of our RCRC families 
drove to Sacramento 
to join 100’s more and 
tell their own stories on 
three separate occasions. 

Here at RCRC, Elizabeth Hassler our 
client advocate, organized a powerful 
grassroots day in Sacramento during 
which we made our hearts and minds 
very clear. 

Thanks to our voices, all of our area’s 
representatives signed onto a letter 

encouraging our governor to not make 
this cut in our system. It is California 
law that a balanced budget must be 
reached, and it is a very difficult fiscal 
year, but a compromise was reached in 
which the rate increase are delayed by 
6 months as opposed to a full year. 

I am sure our service providers were 
still disappointed, but I do appreciate 
that attention to our client’s needs 
occurred when such tough decisions 
were being made at the highest levels.  

I am relieved and grateful to our 
government for listening to families, 
self-advocates, and social justice 
advocates in our field. It is rewarding 
and validating to see what we can do 
when we stand together. 

Thank you for your advocacy!
�

Kimberly Smalley PhD, BCBA-D 
Executive Director 

Redwood Coast Regional Center

Here at RCRC, Elizabeth Hassler our client 
advocate, organized a powerful grassroots 
day in Sacramento during which we made 
our hearts and minds very clear. 

— Dr. Kimberly Smalley
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Trajectory is a career development 
program for visual, literary, and 

performing artists with disabilities in 
Humboldt County and a program of 
The Ink People Center for the Arts.

Here at the Redwood Coast Regional Center in 
Eureka, Ca. we have the pleasure of enjoying curated 
art shows by Allen Cassidy who is supported by 
Trajectory, a local career development program for 
visual, literary, and performing artists with disabilities.  

This month we have wearable art from Pablo 
Rahner’s designer clothing line. Each piece is a one-
of-a-kind  t-shirt with Pablo’s recognizable style. 
Figurative images combined with geometric patterns 
fill each shirt with a vivid and colorful palette.

Keep an eye out for future artists featured here 
in the RCRC Newsletter. You can also see what 
Trajectory is up to by following them on Facebook.

�

TRAJECTORY ARTIST SHOWCASED AT RCRC EUREKA
By Renée Thompson

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064077578599


Getting to know our community
EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT, ELENA YANEZ-GONZALEZ

RCRC Newsletter
To include your event in our newsletter, contact rsocial@redwoodcoastrc.org

ELENA YANEZ-GONZALEZ

“It’s important to 
me to make clients 

feel welcomed 
and helped at that 
first face to face 

interaction.”

What is your position at RCRC?
Support Staff/ Receptionist Fort 

Bragg office
What inspired you to get into this 

field of work?
My Latino Community inspired me 

to enter this field of work. Growing 
up I noticed the lack of bilingual 
speakers in social work agencies in 
my community. After working at my 
first Family Resource Center, I knew 
I wanted to stay working in agencies 
where I could make an impact. I 
truly know how important that first 
interaction can be to families and 
individuals every time they enter 
an office, and a language barrier 
can be crucial for both parties. It’s 
important to me to make clients feel 
welcomed and helped at that first 
face to face interaction.

Tell us about an inspirational 
experience working with RCRC?

One of the many inspirational 
experiences I’ve had working at RCRC 
was when a parent came in asking 
me to help them translate what they 
needed to communicate to their 
child’s Service Coordinator. Although 
this parent was able to communicate 
in English, she communicated to me 
that she expresses herself better 
in Spanish. Being able to assist this 
parent and support my Service 
Coordinator was a huge reminder 

why I applied to RCRC.
Another of my inspirational 

experiences I’ve had working at RCRC 
has been being a part of a client’s 
desensitization process to places 
and people. A plan was set up to 
have the client come to the office 
every day and the goal is to have 
them get out of the car and come 
into the office. I assist the Service 
Coordinator by helping make index 
cards that the client reacts positively 
to. I also help hand the index card 
when the Service Coordinator is 
out of the office. Witnessing their 
progress from not wanting to get 
out of the car to only coming to the 
front door to now coming into the 
office and walking around the office 
with a smile has been incredible to 
witness.

What do you like to do in your 
spare time?

I love going on walks with my 
husband and dogs, spending time 
with my family, dancing, and 
watching/playing soccer. 

�
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Gerald Drucker, 1952-2024
34 YEARS OF SERVICE WITH RCRC

Jerry spent his childhood and teen 
summers on Ocean Beach, Fire Island 
where he formed enduring friendships 
with family and friends. He was a mem-
ber of the lifeguard team and devel-
oped his love of and skill in surfing. 
After graduating from Fieldstone High 
School he followed his surfing dream to 
the Southern California coast and at-
tended UC Irvine. He left college after 
a year and moved on to the beaches of 
Mexico to focus his studies on surfing. 
He returned to academics and gradu-
ated from Bard College in psychology 
before moving to Santa Barbara to 
continue his studies. During his time at 
UCSB he balanced his academics with 
more surfing and met his to-be spouse, 
Lynda McDevitt. He graduated in 1983 
with a Ph.D in psychology and a minor 
in surfing.

Jerry moved to Regina, Sask., Canada 
to be employed at the Merici Center, 
an early childhood intervention center. 
There he and Lynda were married and 
shortly after had their first son, Michael. 
This was a time of professional growth, 
devotion to his new family, the devel-
opment of long-time friends and, as any 
ocean was over a thousand miles away, 
an enthusiasm for cross-country skiing.

After four years in Canada the call 
of the Pacific Ocean and family led to 
a return to California. Jerry, Lynda and 
Michael made their home in Westhaven 
and in 1992 added their son, Jesse, to 

the family. There Jerry expanded 
his sports enthusiasm to include 
mountain biking, downhill skiing 
and backpacking. Through these 
activities he developed strong 
friendships and offered fabulous 
adventures to his family.

Jerry was employed at the 
Redwood Coast Regional Cen-
ter, which provides services for 
clients with developmental dis-
abilities and their families. Jerry 
stayed at the RCRC for 34 years. He also 
worked a day per week at Hoopa Valley 
Tribe, Division of Human Services for 
17 years and also had a private practice 
in Eureka. In each of these settings he 
was known to provide caring advocacy 
and compassionate counsel to his many 
clients and established warm bonds 
with his colleagues in the centers he 
worked at.

Jerry suffered a series of strokes in 
2019, which preceded the final stroke 
in March 2024. His capabilities as an ex-
cellent athlete and brilliant mind were 
diminished over these years but the 
playfulness, interest in sports, humor, 
and generosity were never diminished. 
He will be remembered as a warmheart-
ed being who loved life to the fullest.

Jerry is survived by his wife of 40 
years, Lynda McDevitt; his sons, Michael 
and Jesse Drucker, their respective 
partners, Ivonne Romero and Made-

line Cooper; his nieces, Sarah Dowling, 
Jessica Houlder and Devon Marvel; his 
brothers-in-law and sister-in-law, Ray 
and Mary McDevitt and Ben Dowling; 
and numerous grand-nephews and 
nieces and cousins. He was preceded in 
death by his parents, Estelle and George 
Drucker; his sister, Lauri Dowling; and 
cousin Risa Krive.

A memorial will be held at the Unitar-
ian Universalist Fellowship in Arcata on 
August 3 from 1-4 p.m.

�
This obituary is shared on behalf of  

Gerald Drucker’s family.
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For more information, see event fliers.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
Autism Parent 
Support Group 

11am-12pm 
Zoom

3

4 5 6 7 8
Spanish Speaking 

Parent Group 
5pm  

180 3rd St. 
Lakeport

9
TCIL EXPO 

10:30am-2:30pm 
901 Myrtle Ave. 

Eureka

10
People First 

10am 
1212 Airport Park 

Blvd., Ukiah
SUPERFEST 

Disability Film 
Festival 
5-6pm 

Virtual event
11 12 13

Multiplicity 
Caregiver Group 

3-4:30pm 
344 Humboldt Ave. 

Redway

14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21

Back to School 
Block Party 

5-7pm 
47 Orchard Rd. 

Hoopa 

22 23 24

25 26 27 28

Multiplicity 
Activity Night 
5:30-7:30pm 

720 N State St. 
Ukiah

29
Multiplicity 

Support Group 
6-7:30pm 

Bayshore Mall 
Eureka

30 31
Multiplicity 

Caregiver Group 
1-2:30pm 

Harbor Lanes 
2136 Broadway St. 

Eureka

August 2024
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RCRC Autism 
Parent Support 
Group
Join Dr. Wendy White and/or 
Jillian Guevara, BCBA

August 2nd 
September 6th 
October 4th 
November 1st 
December 6th

1st Friday of every month 
10-11am

ZOOM 
Meeting ID: 995 2860 5123
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August 8th 
September 12th 
October 10th 
November 14th 
December 12th

2nd Thursday of the month 
5:00pm

180 3rd Street 
Lakeport

Contact: (707) 234-5415

RCRC Spanish 
Speaking Parent 
Group

This event is in Spanish.
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August 9th 
10:30am - 2:30pm

Sequoia Conference Center 
901 Myrtle Ave. 
Eureka

Contact: Anisa Escobedo 
(707) 445-8404 Ext. 708

Register at: 
www.tilinet.org/expo

TCIL EXPO 2024

http://www.tilinet.org/expo
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People First 
of Ukiah
August 10th 
10am

1212 Airport Park Blvd. 
Ukiah

Contact: Cris Sookne 
(707) 462-3832 ext. 235
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SUPERFEST  
Disability Film  
Festival
August 10th 
5-6pm

Virtual Film Festival

To register visit: https://dcc.
page/movie-night-aug-2024

Join us for a Superfest Disability 
Film Festival’s Family Movie Night! 
Superfest is the longest-running 
disability film festival in the world. 
Since it first debuted in a small 
Los Angeles showcase in 1970, it 
has become an eagerly anticipated 
international event. While our core 
festival each October often features 

predominantly adult content, this 
event will bring Superfest to all 
ages with a look back at some of 
our family-friendly entertainment 
from recent years. In this short 
screening, we’ll see a range of 
cutting-edge cinema that portrays 
disability through a diverse, complex, 
unabashed, and engaging lens.

~presents a free virtual event ~
Superfest Family Movie Night

Saturday, August 10, 2024
5:00 PM  6:00 PM

To learn more visit: https://www.disabilityculturalcenter.org/calendar/family-movie-night
To register: https://dcc.page/movie-night-aug-2024

In collaboration with

https://dcc.page/movie-night-aug-2024
https://dcc.page/movie-night-aug-2024
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Multiplicity 
Caregiver Group
August 13th 
3-4:30pm

Southern Humboldt Family 
Resource Center 
344 Humboldt Ave. 
Redway

Contact: Kathryn at  
(707) 616-3600 or  
Kathryn@multiplicityinc.com 
or 
Ian at (540) 818-8164 or 
Ian@multiplicityinc.com
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August 21st 
5-7pm

47 Orchard Rd. 
Hoopa

Contact: (530) 625-4413 or 
hoopaeducation@gmail.com

4th Annual Back 
to School  
Block Party
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Multiplicity 
Activity Night
August 28th 
5:30-7:30pm

720 N State Street 
Ukiah

Contact: (707) 494-8511 or  
e-mail: schedule@multiplicityinc.com

RSVP: With total number of 
adults and children required by 
8/23/24
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Multiplicity 
Caregiver  
Support Group
August 29th 
6-7:30 pm

Sparky Fox Arcade 
Bayshore Mall Arcade 
Eureka

Contact: Giancarlo at  
(530) 859-0945 or  
giancarlo@multiplicityinc.com
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Multiplicity 
Caregiver  
Support Group
August 31st 
1-2:30 pm

Harbor Lanes 
2136 Broadway St. 
Eureka

Contact: 
Kelly (707)-498-0010 or 
email: kelly@multiplicityinc.com
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Calling all Entries!

We would like to hear from you!  
Please submit to Redwood Coast Regional Centers Social Media  

Coordinator for review and possible publication at  
rsocial@redwoodcoastrc.org 

Note: photos of clients and their families  
require a signed photo consent form.

Do you have a client focused  
story, project or event  

you’d like to share in the newsletter? 

Redwood Coast Regional Center
Respecting Choice in the Redwood Community

mailto:rsocial%40redwoodcoastrc.org?subject=
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SCDD and DDS 
Statewide  
Self-Determination 
Orientation
Want to learn more? 
Contact your Service 
Coordinator at RCRC or a 
Participant Choice Manager.

Participant Choice Managers

Humboldt & Del Norte 
Counties: 
Alex Chesstell 
(707) 445-0893, ext. 317 
AChesstell@redwoodcoastrc.org

Mendocino & Lake Counties: 
Sheila Keys 
(707) 462-3832, ext. 254 
SKeys@redwoodcoastrc.org

STATEWIDE 
SELF-DETERMINATION 

ORIENTATION 
Join Us to Learn... 

• What is SDP* • Steps to Enroll in SDP
• How SDP Works • Key Roles in SDP

• Your Next Steps• The Principles of SDP

* Self-Determination Program

For more Information and Registration 
Click the link below: 

https://scdd.ca.gov/sdp-orientation

POLI KATIE KION 
...Are Self-Determined! 

Learn if the Self-Determination Program is 
Right for You! 

A CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION WILL BE PROVIDED. 
AN SDP ORIENTATION IS REQUIRED TO ENROLL IN SDP. 

https://scdd.ca.gov/sdp-orientation/
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THE LANTERMAN ACT

Lanterman Supplement 
click here

The Lanterman Act is now in Spanish!

Guía del consumidor sobre la Ley Lanterman_Español 
haga clic aquí

Ley Lanterman de Servicios para Discapacidades del 
Desarrollo y leyes relacionadas_Español 

haga clic aquí

Suplemento Lanterman_Español 
haga clic aquí 

ACTA LANTERMAN

The Lanterman Developmental  
Disabilities Services Act and  

Related Laws 
click here

Consumer Guide to The Lanterman Act 
click here

For more info. visit: dds.ca.gov/transparency/laws-regulations/lanterman-act-and-related-laws/

https://scdd.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/33/2024/05/Lanterman_Supplement_2024_Pub.pdf
https://scdd.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/33/2024/05/Consumer_Guide_To_The_Lanterman_Act_Spanish.pdf
https://www.dds.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/LantermanAct_2023_Spanish.pdf
https://scdd.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/33/2024/05/LantermanSupplement_2023_Spanish.pdf
https://scdd.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/33/2024/05/Lanterman_2024_Pub_DDS-Act-and-Related-Laws.pdf
https://scdd.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/33/2024/05/Consumer_Guide_To_The_Lanterman_Act.pdf
https://www.dds.ca.gov/transparency/laws-regulations/lanterman-act-and-related-laws/
https://www.dds.ca.gov/transparency/laws-regulations/lanterman-act-and-related-laws/
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LOCAL & REGIONAL RESOURCES 
Find these and many more on our website at: 

https://redwoodcoastrc.org/resources-hub/local-resources/

Resources
Redwood Coast Regional 
Center believes that access to 
information, supports,  
and learning is necessary for 
all people to achieve their life 
goals.

https://redwoodcoastrc.org/resources-hub/local-resources/


Contact Us
Learn more about our services 
and programs.

Visit us online
WWW.REDWOODCOASTRC.ORG
@REDWOODCOASTREGIONALCENTER
@REDWOODCOASTREGIONALCENTER
@REDWOODCOASTRC

Ukiah Office | Corporate Office 
1116 Airport Park Blvd. 
Ukiah, CA 95482 
Phone: (707) 462-3832 
Fax: (707) 462-3314 
Mendocino County

Lakeport Office 
180 3rd Street 
Lakeport, CA 95453 
Phone: (707) 262-0470 
Fax: (707) 264-6537 
Lake County

Eureka Office 
525 2nd Street, Suite 300 
Eureka, CA 95501 
Phone: (707) 445-0893 
Fax: (707) 444-2563 
Humboldt County

Fort Bragg Office 
270 Chestnut Street, Suite A 
Fort Bragg, CA 95437 
Phone: (707) 964-6387 
Fax: (707) 964-0226 
Mendocino County

Clearlake Office 
14888 Olympic Dr. 
Clearlake, CA 95422 
Phone: (707) 621-6169 
Fax: (707) 264-6537 
Lake County

Crescent City Office 
1301-A Northcrest Drive 
Crescent City, CA 95531 
Phone: (707) 464-7488 
Fax: (707) 465-4230 
Del Norte County

Redwood Coast Regional Center Offices
CONTACT YOUR NEAREST OFFICE FOR ASSISTANCE
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https://redwoodcoastrc.org/
https://www.instagram.com/redwoodcoastregionalcenter/
https://www.facebook.com/redwoodcoastregionalcenter
https://twitter.com/RedwoodCoastRC

