request for Interest (RFI)
Redwood Coast Regional Center

Respecting Choice in the Redwood Community
AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE (ASL) TRAINING AND SUPPORT SERVICES 
We envision a system of services and supports that acknowledge the person’s age, lifestyle preferences and culture, and which is fluid and ever changing… We envision strong, healthy individuals and families whose emotional resources are renewed and supported by community and regional center. ” —From RCRC Vision

Redwood Coast Regional Center is one of 21 locally-based nonprofit private corporations that contract with the State of California to develop and coordinate community resources and support for people with developmental disabilities and their families. Redwood Coast Regional Center serves Californians who reside in Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, and Mendocino Counties.
RCRC is committed to inclusive, person-centered practices that reflect the diverse languages and cultures of our community. 
Redwood Coast Regional Center (RCRC) is seeking proposals from qualified individuals, organizations, or agencies to provide American Sign Language (ASL) training and support services under Service Code 644.  
Services provided under this service code are meant to help individuals improve or develop their expressive and receptive communication and is intended to help individuals improve functional communication skills through the use of formal ASL and to reduce the use of home signs. 
Goal 

This service is designed to assist individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or deafblind to improve functional communication skills by improving the use of formal ASL and reduce the use of home signs. The ASL trainer can also train the direct support professionals and family members while the individual is present to promote more cultural and linguistic understanding of the natural environment. These services may also work with individuals and providers to incorporate use of and learning through Alternative Augmentative Communication devices, ASL online resources and online ASL content to increase engagement when learning ASL. ASL Training and Support services are not designed to replace any other services, including care and supervision. They should be used to help facilitate improved communication between service providers or family members and the person receiving services. This service shall not supplant or replace the need for formal interpretation services.

ASL Training and Support services can be delivered in any setting where an individual lives, works, participates in recreation, or accesses the community for other purposes.
Rate Structure
Effective July 1, 2025, the rate per billable hour for service code 644 is $67.89.
Requirements:
· Interested parties are asked to submit a letter of interest to Redwood Coast Regional Center.
· Interested parties should have language proficiency from an accredited or nationally recognized institution such as, but not limited to, the American Sign Language Proficiency Interview (ASLPI), Sign Language Proficiency Interview (SLPI), or other recognized language proficiency body. 

· Interested parties should be assessed proficient to provide at least superior level ratings or higher on ASLPI, SLPI ratings scale. 

· Interested parties should possess the ability to have a fully shared conversation with in-depth elaboration for both social and work topics, and excellent comprehension in receptive skills. 

· Interested parties should demonstrate the use of a very broad sign language vocabulary, near native-like production, fluency and prosody and excellent use of sign language grammatical features, and classifiers.
· A statement outlining the applicant’s plan to serve diverse populations, including, culturally and linguistically diverse populations; examples of the applicant’s commitment to addressing the needs of those diverse populations; and any additional information that the applicant deems relevant to issues of equity and diversity.

· A statement that describes the steps the applicant will take ensure client safety and to reduce the risk of individuals supported from being abused, both within and outside of the agency.

Terms and Conditions
· Submitting interest does not guarantee vendorization

· Vendorization does not guarantee referrals

· The provider must meet all state, federal and regional center requirements for vendorization and qualifications as specified under minimum qualifications.

· Prospective vendor must be willing to obtain insurance coverage as requested by Redwood Coast Regional Center. 
Please submit letters of interest to Heather Odle: hodle@redwoodcoastrc.org
